glance at some of the facts relating to this subject, which have been adduced. " The late Dr Reid of St Andrews," During the panic, moreover, many persons found lying in the streets were sent to the Cholera Hospital, put into warm beds formerly occupied by cholera patients, and thus most fully exposed to the influence of contagion ; and yet, in no instance, had he known these people to be affected with cholera." In regard to this point, we find Dr Baly writing (page 180) " So far as the condition of the uterus just described is concerned, we are disposed to think that the observations in this country will scarcely admit the existence of so excessive a hyperemia ; no doubt, the condition of the uterus itself at the time of the patient's seizure has much to do with these changes. Lastly, the peritoneum. Injection of the small capillary veins, more or less intense, and distinct ecchymotic spots have been described; but neither of these conditions have been so frequent as the general dryness of this and the other serous membranes, which has attracted universal attention.
The condition of the lungs in cholera is not remarkable. Sometimes engorgement, with dark blood, of the dependent portions existed. The bronchial mucous membrane and the pleura were not unfrequently the seat of ecchymotic spots. The pericardium, like the peritoneum, was generally dry; and though occasionally it contained a small quantity of serum, as a general rule it was empty ;?this fluid, generally straw-coloured, was in some instances found to be sanguinolent (Gull). Ecchymosis on the pericardium and over the base of the heart was very common. The condition of the brain and membranes:?These, with the exception of a loaded state of the veins and sinuses, presented no marked morbid appearances. As to the nervous system generally, attention has often been called to some supposed important lesion of the sympathetic ganglia and the pneumogastric nerves; but though both were frequently examined (Gairdner), nothing unusual, except in a few cases slight ecchymosis, was discovered.
When death has occurred after reaction has taken place, a certain difference, in some at least, of the morbid appearances described, has been found. Attention has already been directed to such of these as appear of real importance in relation to the disease.
But, as a general rule, the differences we allude to chiefly concern the lungs and brain, and are rather illustrative of the particular manner in which death occurred, than of importance in connection with cholera. We need not, therefore, devote time to their discussion.
There remains for our consideration the pathology and treatment of cholera, to which we propose to devote attention in a separate paper, with more particular reference to our own observation of the disease in the Cholera Hospital of Edinburgh during the late epidemic.
